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mM t &B*H* 1(1 ulster, British legation, MOKROTIA# 

XP.h«2 1' •• 

70 I The Governor otf the Gold coast, fi paui* 

SAVI- .'Gj iJiutoer 7 the 12th jjovaa'.jQr, 


Coaji aint a ^inat too poid Coast natlvor 

^SL 'fc* N« yiihBrapooa/ 


receipt i*i acieaawlodgcd **ith nany thaalro 

* 

of Your ssoellenay* c s&vingrea Humber B» 62 Saving 
of tbs 5 th floveaiber, 1%8* 


2* jhe Liberian Secretary of state is being 
iti feme d accort ingLy# 


% 


a*B.L.ti^ais - .v. 
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B.6E 

SAVING 


FROM.GOVBHNOH* *..SOU,. CO.^T,. 

TO.. mmszsx.*. .sawn,#. .K&Q&lMu. MOIIJROVIA. 

DATE.NOY LLBLB ,.. 1ft«.'. 

NO.8.53.SAVING . FILE NO. .. 

REGD. NO. JS&jL- 

HS3THIGTSD *** 


Complaint against two Gold Coast 
natives by Lr. W.h. »itherspoon. 

Your restricted despatch Mo.1569/77/5/46 
of ord September. It is noted that the Liberian 
Consul at ^ekondi received copies of the enclosures 
to your despatch ana is taking all action open to 
him in the circumstances. He will be given every 
facility in this matter which the law allows. 

* 

E. It is believed however that the Chief and 
people of Komenda are endeavouring to raise by 
private collection the money owed to kr, Witherspoon 
and^a considerable proportion has already been 
collected. 



GOVSHKOfl. 



MifiC-—GFD/W91 i* H* 













British ZAP?- tion. 
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A . VI.., T.i eri. 

3rd septeaiber, 1rk8 


ti77/77/3Aa> 


|.Sr. .vC.i.^ -ecrejary of state, 

Z have the* honour to aernov ledge the receipt 
oC Your xaowilonoy*« note HUu’oer 9210 /dCA. of the 
31 «* AU^juet together with its audio a ire 3 regarding 
the all* 1 ,ed theft of certain swales entrusted to 
two odd coast aen by kt* wiliian H.f ITHlffiSPvfH, 
|enxr of tise Liberian iiourc at’ Kepreoentnfcivcn, and 
to infora you that I t&. seating i\ co y of it lo the 
oovemor ci' til* Cold Coast* 

, 2 . I ii ould cxplai. hovever that in re;pru to 
jft*. witiierspoon* e stateneet then is, s© far a: 3 

Le ntior la concerned, no evitkonco tZ at tii© el|prritUM 
to ths a ixvjamt ami w tie receipt ¥.010 in fact 
■ede in false mis by Jsepfo ARKitI and Kipmine KB* 

pier?© a co crt, ur* Acting secretary of state, 
the apsurance of ay JsA^iect cer.aif oration and cstcco. 


4 (*$jd.) «l. Sow«r^ng. 

H. B, IV NBUS'm, 


his Kxcellenqjr The Acting Secretary >:. State, 
lie* jronoumblo uu Dukuly, 

Depart lent of state, 

ItepuoLio of uiberia. 


d /-iCtfl . 









By kail Registered. 


• British Lo£patio% 

® MONROVIA, Liberia, 

3rd September, 1%B. 

RESTRICTED — -W^ 

(1569/77/5/^y WN0 ' 

No* 13. R£«D* NO. - fry*. 

S^, 

I Iiave the honour to enclose tere'i.ith copy of 
a self-explanatory Note Number 9210/DGA of the 31st 
August together with its enclosures ikiah I have received 
pour from the Liberian poling secretary of state regarding 
the alleged theft of certain monies entrusted to two 

Gold Coast men by Jir.w. N. ITTHERSPOCK, Member of tlie 
Liberian House of Representatives. 

2. Tour Excellency will see that the Liberian Consul 
at gokondl lias been requested to take action but I an 
scaling copies of the correspondence to you in accordance 
with the desire of the Liberian Acting secretary of State. 

3* With regard to Mr. wi therqpoon* s statement that 
the British j minister assured him that the nancs of the 
men in question were Joseph Annan ana Ewamioa wee I should 
explain that Mr. withe rqp oon himself thought the nm»m cf 
the two signatories to tin agreement were false and tlmt 
tliey wcic probably as given above witch was thought by 
this legation to be possible. There is however no evi¬ 
dence, as far as this Legation is concerned that such is 
intact Ltie case. 



I iiave Die honour ido be. 

Sir, 

your Excellency* 3 obedient servant. 


Tim Governor of die Cold Coast, 


t vjt)? 4 6-0 - 


ACCRA, The Gold Coast. 






1ST* Minis tor, 

IH THE CASE OP HDHOnRABLS mm K. WITBBRSPOCW 


CTSBi Aymy m «i i*» 
alias rwaminA WEE. 



KOEMfe. OtKP OQigP . 



X have carefully read through these papers and wish to register 
surprise at the writer (Mr* Witherspoon) for Ms unwholesome state- 
ment *Th0 Minister then looked up his files and told me that the names 
of ttese men were not as given to me hut their names were* etc* etc*" 
as contained in paragraph 5 of bis covering letter dated jjugust 23* 

1948, to the Agreement transmitted to the Acting secretary of state* 
Mr*M*I?ukuljrj herein* 

2* you will doubtless remember that in his complaint, Mr* Wit ho* spoon 
told you in my presence that he has been given to believe in accordance 
with special infoiroation that the two signatories to the Monetary 
Ag reement were,,false; but in order to help him according to his <mu 
descriptions 'la^ the two parties involved in the cauplaint, I looked 
into the Index cards of Registered British subjects pn& British protected 
persons and therJsTnot the least indications of the 2 parties due strictly 
to lack of proper British travel documents in accordance with frO* 
instructions* £ tU* v s 

3. At this stage M^* Witherspoon further said that as far as he e«ild 
trlr^ ascertain from certain fellows, the 2 parties involved were 
Joseph ANNAN and swamina WEE respectively which I also confirmed as 
such having no reputation as far as my knowledge abort them was concerned. 
Both born in K£t£ENDA> Gold Coast. 

4* For the matter of easy eiujuiiy, I gave Mm names and addresses 
of certain native authorities concerned in the Cold coast* 


SOHU-MENEiRY : The parties in this case called together at dds 
legation on the Jrd July for 3nergency Certificates, copies attached 
for reference. Both travelled on the n c&l&Kry m to the Gtild Coast. 
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3171/D.F, 


i nft&S'i 


November 15, 1946* 

Mr* Minister: 

I have the honour to acknowledge 

with thanks the receipt of your Note 

* 

No* 2036/77/5/48 of the l£th November, 

1943, which has reference to this Depart¬ 
ment's Note numbered 9210/DCA of the 31st 
August, 1943, and your Note No* 1577/77/5/48 
of the 3rd September, 1948, regarding the 
theft of a certain amount entrusted to two 
Gold Coast men by the Honourable William N. 
Witherspoon, and the special interest which 
His Excellency the Governor has manifested in 
this matter in giving our Consul at Sekondi 
every facility within the scope of the law in 
his attempt to recover the money for Honourable 
Witherspoon * 

It is further noted that it is believed 
the Chief and people of Komenda are endeavour¬ 
ing to raise by private collections the money 
due to Mr* Witherspoon* 

Please accept, Mr* Minister, the assurance 



His Excellency John Sewering, 
Envoy Extraordinary & 

Minister Plenipotentiary p 
British Legation, 
Monrovia» 



FILE NO._ 

REC-r NO _ 
DATE ___ 











9210/DCA 


August 31, 1948 


numh 

MSD.Bc 
GATE A... .f 



Vxi Klaiaterr 

I have the nonor to enclose harewith & 
copy of a complaint, together with related docu¬ 
ments, which has been filed with this Department by 
the Honorable filiiam ii* j’itherspoon, Member of the 
House of Bepresentatlves, in which it is stated that 
certain British subjects from the Colony of the Cold 
Coast, fest Africa, hare received money under false 
pretence from the said honorable gentleman, in the 
amount of £302*00, and have escaped fross Liberia back 
to their hoioeland - the Cold Coast* 


The complaint speaks for iteelf, and al¬ 


though It has been referred to our Consul at Sekon- 
di for necessary attention with the view of recover¬ 
ing the a mount in (iuestiou, 1 would, nevertheless, ap— 
predate whatever assistance you jJiay use your good 
offices to give in this matter* 

rlease accept, &r* ::inister, the assur¬ 
ance of my high consideratica and esteem* 



His Excellency John Boweriag, 
H.BX. Envoy Extraordinary 
& minister iPlenipotentiary, 
British Legation, 
Monrovia, 


:.nc Insures 












ULs Excellency, 

The secretary of the States h*. 
State Departnent, R*L*, 

Monrovia* 


Monrovia* Liberia* 
JL^guat 23, 1%B* 


Excellency, 

UJarxng the month of May of the present year, two men purporting 
thanes! ves to me to be named KWESIE AKRAMAH and BUS HJSUMTIE, of the 
Brxtieh colony of the Gold Ooast, who were mifliig in Monrovia at the 
time, came to m describing themselves as GREAT WIE&ms tut that they 
laoted net and Accra Canoe to do said fishing with and that I should buy 
sarae or give them the aon^y to buy same with as they know beat kinds to 
buy and that ay said investment in this venture would prove vary profi¬ 
table, they agreeing to accept a third of each catch for their share 
and i two thirds of each c atch aa my share, I then told ttem that I 
would consider same, The said men posted ny life nearly out of me for 
they cane to ny haae incessantly persuading me to have conf i^rice in them 
and make aaid investment and that they would prove faithful. 

I then consulted with many of our leading men on the preposition 
and they told me to make the said venture among the many of wetae was 
Hon- S. David cblaBan, secretary of the interior of the Republic of 
Liberia, whan I asked to draft the said agreement and to be mediator 
for us In the matter. 



Said contract was prepared by Hon. Coleman and signed by us on tte 
12th day of May, 194B in the presence of Hon*Colaaan and maty wit- 

neeaeu at hi* Monrovia hone and on the 31st of said moith I advanced the 
amount retired by the said men, i. e., three hundred ami two American 
dollars with which they would buy the articles needed 

for said fishing purposes aa mentioned supra* Jhe said amount was also 
paid to the said Gold Coasters at the hone of Hon*colman on Monrevia 
and in his presence and the said receipt given n» by aaid men was also 
witnessed by Boam, Col<man. A of said receipt and an original type 

written copy of the aaid contract I herein enclose for your observation* 

That ever since the said Key 31, 1948, when the raid amount was 
paid to the said men, X never saw canoe nor net fend x got behind these 
men incessantly abcut same when they would make all kinds of excuses. 


Lastly, on the 16th instant, that is August 16, 1%8, these 
Gold Coast men ran away frou Liberia for their hose by the a, a, CALGARY, 
carrying ny money or living uaed same for their personal use aa I have 
been since told for X have been since told by other Gold coasters that 
tiiese man used ay money to buy n*w clothes for th^aelvea and their 
wives and also to least with the greater part of the other protion in so 
much so that all the persona who saw were startled at the sudden possession 
of such amount of money by these people since they had no ea^lqyittent, 
Finding that these men were gone to their home as tated sdpra I then re¬ 
ported said matter to the BRITISH MINISTER, sillily to get soae inf omations 
from him concerning the hones of these men on the Gold Coast* jte Minister 
then looked i^p hia files and told me that the names of those man were 
not as given to me but their names wares Instead of JE1E3IE AKRAUAH aa 
given to me JQSEM ANNAN commonly called Teacher ANNAN and the otter man 
was not KGFIE MJ3UMTIE aa given to use but KBUONA WES and toat both of 
these men were bom at m®Knk on toe Gold Coast and live there now. 


Tte British Minister asked me to pass this infomaticn to you with 
copies of By dooiments and that ycu would at once communicate with our 
CONSUL at SEKCHDI and he would get in touch at once with the District 
Coamiss loner, Western province. Second!, or The I^ramaunt Chief of British 
Konenda, via Sekcmdi, and these men can ba arrested at once and to 
pay this amount immediately. 


P»T»Q« 









- z - 

• •£►—♦/i *■*•*■■ V s -V * 1 ^ ■^r*' • *» 

I therefore send you this complaint asking you to take 
appropriate steps as to lour Excellency will see© best and ©oat 
expediting for these men of the Cold 0o&at (Fishermen) are nomadic. 

Thanking you in advance for your very prompt action, 

I remain, etc., etc. 

(sgdL ) william If. Witherspoon. 


Ends. Z 


CmTPlED HOB COPT <F ORIGINAL. 
(Sgd*) Henry $warry* 










COPT 


erajr / EBHTH-IC OF LIBERIA 
MONTSEHRADO COTOJTI 

A&REEMENT 

P 

This agrecjiLejrt mode and entered into this 12th day of May* A>l> 1^43 
by and between lUliam If* litherspoon of the County of steoe, ^Lbcria f 
hereinafter known and referred to in this agreement as party of the Pirat 
part; and which tern shall include his heirs, legal representatives or 
assingns and Koffie Boraentrie and Quas&ie Arkrsmah, panti Men from Gold 
Coast, British Subjects and fisherman try profession, temporary residents of 
the City of Monrovia, ^ntserrado county, Republic of Uberia, hereinafter 
loiown and referred to in this agreement as Arties of the Second ^art and 
which term shall include their heirs legal Representatives or assigns, 
WITNESSED to idtr 

im That for and in consideration of the sum of JC02.QG lawful money 
of this Republic paid ty the Party of the First Part, and the stipulations, 
and agrees&aats, reciprocally made and accepted by the Parties hereto, 
pursuant to this agreetaent; that is to say, that of the First Part having 

purchased certain fishing equipment consisting of a fishing net, and an 
Accra canoe, valuing JS3P2* 00, and delivered sauie to the Party of trie second 
part the receipt ctf which is hereby acknowledged, the said Parties of the 
Second Part hereby promise and agree to make use of said fishing equipment 
for the purpose for which it is intended* 

2* The Parties of the Second party hereby promise and agree to accept 
all responsibility for the equipment entrusted teem to keep same in perfect 
condition and operate the same for their mutual benefit* jpl quantities 
of fishes caught by than from tics© to time, will be regularly reported for 
division as follows j two thirds (£/3) of the gross proceeds for the Party 
of the First Fart to be delivered him from time to time or his designated 
Representative and the remaining (1/3) one third for Party of the Bee end part* 

3* It is mutually understood and &<preed that the right of ownership in 
tee net and canoe shall be cesitunually vested in the Forty of the First Bart; 
and tee Parties of the second Fart premise and agree to take the uttermost 
care of said equipment; being personally responsible for any damage done to 
same not caused by natural wear and tear, 

4* The Parties of the second part also promise and agree that in tee 
prosecution of this agreement they will be strictly honest in all their cai- 
duct touching the operation of the eqiipment entrusted to teas; and will give 
strict account of all catches realized from time to time, AhJ act of dis¬ 
honesty discovered by tha Party of the First Jtart on part of the Sorties of 
tee second Ttart with respect to any obligation made by them in connection 
with this agreoaent will imxaediately subject them to a forfeiture of any 
right which they may claim under this agreement and the party of the First 
part will have the riisht to nullify same and take over the entire equipment 
and the time of seizure, should the parties of the seeaid Part be delinquent 
in ai^ of their obligations in respect to this sgreaasnt require of them 
immediately liquidation thereof* 

This agjwement shall be biniing upon the parties hereto, tlwir legal 
representatives or assigns in keeping with full purpose, intent and spirit 
thereof, until it reaches the point of final liquidation die to natural use, 

wear and tear, and where the Btrties of the second Party have proven faithful 
in the performance of their several obligations the Party of the pirat art 


B'TVO- 








promises to purchase a new equipment for tJeai under the same conditions 
as stipulated herein* 

"V *v ■* p ' -fc 

Xn witness. irh&reof, the Eartie3 of tiie first Bart and Second ^art 

£ ,; »^ar- 3r* • $1sne**. !*j> jite v«rro£ e£ - :<&: ': 

have herewith set their hands and subscribed their names on the day 

ft r- '5r '.st •"• j ; c ;;-!C t f, bs£t ; /* a&znti uT“ I* • sf -© d >p ci *ir. * “set ’ 

and date herein above written* 
n 


SgdL wm* N* litherspoon 
party of the First jtrt 

5gd* pyto Axkraaah 

parties of the $eccnd Part 

Sgd* £pfie Busuutie 

Parties of the seMrtd Bart* 

Witneaaes t 

D* B* Soott, Jr* 

J. Jenkins peel 
D* E* Soott, Jr* 


0 EKPIF 3 ED tmuE oom of original 


Henry gwarxy 










copr 

COPY OF RECEIPT 

I 

Received from Hoicu ©a. n* ifitjierspoco the am of (£302*OQ) 
three hundred and twen^ 1 dollars being amount paid for pur¬ 
chase of fishing outfit in keeping with agreement evented 
between us. 



SgcL Kweaie ^dromah 

3gd+ Kofie Busumtie 

Witnessed ty: 

S®d* S, David colaaan 

Monrovia, 

May 31, 

CKRTIFIED TE'jE GOES OF CRlGEiAl 


(Sgd.) 


Henry $wany 




